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This book contains three novellas by one of the major writers of Russian literature.
The first, A LEAR OF THE STEPPES, is a brilliant re-imagining of Shakespeare’s
play King Lear, wherein a larger-than-life father makes a life-altering decision with
consequences unforeseen by him. FAUST begins at Section 11. In a series of
letters to a friend the writer recounts his chance meeting with a married woman
whom he had known years earlier when both were single and committed to each
other. The ensuing events are vividly revealed in the letters. Section 19 introduces
ACIA, the final “ETC.” of the book’s title. Turgenev poignantly portrays the twists
and turns of human emotions in this moving psychological portrait of two people
who fall in love. Leo Tolstoy believed Acia to be one of Turgenev's greatest stories.
(Lee Smalley)
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This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or
modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit
librivox.org.

Cover picture: Adapted from Rafael's fresco The triumph of Galatea (in Villa
Farnesina, Rome). An engraving reproducing it is used to illustrate Acia in the
Project Gutenberg edition of the book used to read this audiobook. Copyright
expired in U.S., Canada, EU and all countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws.
Cover design by Basquetteur. This design is in the public domain.
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